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BY  THE  HOUSE  DELEGATES, 

February  llth,  1846. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORT 

OP    A    PORTION   OF   THE 

SELECT   COMMITTEE, 

ON  THE 

CONSTITUTION, 

UPON  THE 

MEMORIAL  OF  THE  REFORM  CONVENTION, 

Held  in  Baltinwre  in  August,  1845»  and  other  propositions  to  alter 
the  Constitution  and  Form  of  Government  of  Maryland. 


The  undersigned  a  portion  of  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Constitution  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  committee 
of  the  Reform  Convention,  wliich  assembled  in  Baltimore  in  Au- 
gust, 1845,  and  the  several  orders  passed  by  the  House,  proposing, 
or  8ugg«!sting  alterations  in  the  existing,  or  the  call  of  a  convention 
for  the  adoption  of  a  new  constitution,  have  given  to  the  subject, 
that  full  and  deHberate  consideiation  which  its  magnitude  demands. 
Whilst  the  undersigned  are  not  prepared  to  say,  that  the  constitu- 
tion under  which  we  live,  is  so  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  and  so  wise- 
ly adapted  to  the  present  condition  of  the  people,  that  no  altera- 
tions could  be  made  with  advantage;  they  are  yet  far  from  being 
satisfied,  that  any  urgent  necessity  exists  for  such  alterations ;  or 
that  any  positive  practical  good,  would  result  from  changes  in  that 
sacred  instrument.  They  are  far  from  being  convinced,  that  "life, 
liberty,  and  ihe  pursuit  of  happiness,"  the  objects  for  which  "go- 
vernmenis  ai^e  instituted  among  men,"  aie  not  as  effectually 
secured  to  the  people  of  Maryland,  by  tlie  piesent  constitution  and 
form  of  government,  as  if  a  new  one  were  framed,  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  those,  who  are  so  clamorous  for  change. 

That  our  people  iiave  enjoyed  a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity, 
under  the  existing  government,  none  will  deny,  and  therefore,  un- 
less it  can  be  made  plain  and  palpable,  cither  that  there  are  in- 
herent vices  in  the  instrument  which  time  has  not  yet  developed, 
or  that  other  forms  of  government,  will  assuredly  bring  with  them 
a  more  abundant  share  of  happiness,  there  would  seem  to  be  but 
little  wisdom,  in  listening  to  the  counsels  o(  those,  who  now  with 


so  much  vehemence  urge  the  necessity  of  change,  but  who  until 
recently,  judging  from  silent  acquiescence,  were  perfectly  satisfied 
with  things  as  they  are.  In  the  language  of  an  instrument,  the 
mere  mention  of  which,  must  cause  every  American  heart  to  beat 
with  a  quicker  throb — "prudence  indeed  will  dictate,  that  govern- 
ments long  established,  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and  tran- 
sient causes/'  and  believing  as  the  undersigned  do,  that  the  causes 
assigned  for  the  change  are  light,  and  knowing  that  they  are  re- 
cent, and  therefore  perhaps  of  transient  operation,  they  do  not  feel 
disposed,  to  yield  to  their  force  so  far,  as  to  venture  upon  the 
haza^jdous  experiment,  of  substituting  for  the  existing  constitution, 
under  which  our  rights  have  been  so  well  secured,  another,  w^hich 
may,  or  may  not  afford  us  equal  protection. 

The  undersigned  cannot  help  adverting  to  the  fact,  that  from 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  December  session,  1836,  and  which,  by 
the  confirmatory  act  of  the  ensuing  session,  became  a  part  of  the 
constitution,  and  by  which  so  many,  and  such  vital  changes  in  the 
pre-existing  form  of  government  were  made,  down  to  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four,  little  or  nothing 
was  heard  of  the  necessity  of  further  alterations. 

The  giving  the  election  of  Governor  to  the  people  by  general 
ticket,  and  the  changes  made  in  the  Legislative  department  of  the 
government  in  both  of  its  branches,  appeared  to  have  satisfied  the 
desire,  which  until  then,  prevailed  in  some  parts  of  the  State  for  a 
change  in  the  organic  law.  ,  It  seemed  to  be  considered  on  all 
hands,  at  least  as  far,  as  satisfaction  may  be  inferred,  from  unmur- 
muring acquiescence,  as  a  fair  and  equitable  compromise,  of  pre- 
viously conflicting  views.  The  populous,  and  the  thinly  peopled 
communities,  the  large  and  the  small  counties,  seemed  equally 
content,  and  a  reasonable  hope  was  therefore  entertained,  that  this 
distracting  subject  would  not,  at  least  for  many  years  again  agitate 
the  community. 

According  to  the  provisions  of  the  amended  constitution,  an 
election  for  Governor  was  held  under  it  in  December,  1838,  and 
at  that  election,  and  at  the  next  ensuing  election  for  the  same 
high  office  in  the  year  1841,  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
is  is  called,  was  chosen,  and  during  the  six  years,  for  which  these 
two  Governors  were  chosen,  the  undersigned  suppose  themselves 
fiafe  in  saying,  no  dissatisfaction  with,  or  desire  further  to  alter  the 
constitution  was  expressed.  If  in  any  quarter  such  a  desire  exist- 
ed, it  was  unable  to  make  itself  heard,  and  consequently  could 
produce,  and  did  produce,  no  effect  upon  the  public  mind.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  during  the  six  years  a  Democratic  Governor,  wielded 
the  executive  power  of  the  State,  and  dispensed  its  patronage,  no 
convention  to  give  tone  to  public  sentiment,  and  stir  up  the  feelings 
of  the  masses,  by  addresses  to  them  upon  the  unequal  distribution 
'  of  pohtical  power,  or  the  expensiveness  of  the  government,  was 
held.  Why  it  was,  that  these  watchful  guardians  of  popular  rights, 
and  of  the  public  treasure,  permitted  themselves  to  slumber  upon 
their  posts,  during  these  six  years  is  somewhat  strange,  if  the 


mischif^fs  of  which  such  vociferous  complaints  are  niade,  are  8o 
manifest  and  startling,  as  tiiey  are  now  represented  to  be.  Nq 
sufficient  excuse  for  this  apathy,  can  be  found,  in  the  fact,  that 
during  these  six  years,  a  more  prosperous  condition  of  the  Trea* 
sury,  diveited  their  attention  from  the  alleged  extravagance  of  the 
government;  for  it  was  precisely  during  the  period,  from  the  year 
1841,  to  December  1844,  that  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  was 
greatest,  the  arrearages  of  interest  on  the  public  debt,  accumulating 
during  that  interval,  to  ^1,450 ,951  jVtt.  And  it  is  equally  noto- 
rious, that  for  the  three  years  prior  to  1841,  the  revenue  was  wholly 
inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it.  Is  it  not  strange  then 
we  enquire,  (hat  the  cry  of  refoim  and  retrenchment,  to  be  brought 
about,  by  means,  which  will  hereafter  be  shown,  not  to  be  warranted 
by  the  constitution,  should  not  have  been  raised  during  these  six 
years;  but  that  immediately  after  the  gubernatorial  election  in 
the  fall  of  1844,  when  for  the  first  time,  under  the  amended  con- 
stitution, a  Whig  Governor  was  elected,  the  very  vault  of  Heaven 
is  made  to  ring,  with  the  deafening  shout. 

The  undersigned  have  already  said,  that  the  constitution  may 
be  susceptible  of  amendment,  and  might  be  advantageously 
changed  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  instrument  itself;  of  one  of 
the  propositions  before  them  for  that  purpose,  the  undersigned  will 
hereafter  speak.  The  other  will  probably  be  the  subject  of  a 
report  from  a  majority  of  the  cominittee. 

The  convention  which  was  held  in  Baltimore  in  the  course  of 
the  past  summer,  and  the  memorial  addressed  to  the  Legislature 
by  the  gentlemen  designated  for  that  purpose,  aslc  that  provision 
may  be  made  by  law,  for  the  calling  of  a  conventionio  form  anew 
constitution. 

The  undersigned  think,  that  the  Legislature  has  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  grant  this  application,  and  that  if  the  power  ex- 
isted, it  would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  exert  it. 

The  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  the  Constitution  and  Form  of 
Government,  adopted  on  the  14th  of  August,  1776,  with  the 
amendments  made  thereto  since,  describe  the  orbit  within  which 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  shall  move.  By  ihe  42nd  section  of  the 
Declaration  of  Rights,  it  rssaid: — '^that  this  Declaration  of  Rights, 
or  the  Form  of  Government  to  be  established  by  this  convention, 
or  any  part  of  either  of  them,  ought  not  to  be  altered,  changed,  or 
abolished,  bij  the  Leq-islature  of  this  State,  but  in  such  manner 
as  this  convention  shall  prescribe  and  direct" — and  the  59th  article 
of  the  Constitution,  declares  : — ''that  this  F'orm  of  Government, 
and  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  no  part  thereof,  shall  be  alter- 
ed, changed,  or  abolished,  unless  a  bill,  so  to  alter,  change,  or 
abolish  the  same,  shall  pass  the  General  Assembly,  and  be  publish- 
ed at  least  three  monrhs  beford  a  new  election,  and  shall  be  con- 
firmed by  the  General  Assoinbly,  after  a  new  election  of  Delegates, 
in  the  first  session  after  such  new  election  ;  provided,  that  nothing 
in  this  P^orui  of  Government  which  relates  to  the  Eastern  Shore 
particularly,  9hall  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  altered,  unless  for  the 


alteration  and  confifmation-  thereof,  at  I^ast  two  tfiircfs  of  all  the 
members  of  each  branch  of  the  GeneKll  Assembly  shall  concur.'* 

It  is  perfectly  clear  ther«fore,  that  the  Legislature  have  no  power 
to  alter,  change,  or  abolish  the  constitution,  except  in  the  mode 
prescribed,  that  is,  by  an  act  foi  that  purpose,  passing  at  one  session, 
and  being  confirmed  at  the  next,  after  publication  as  directed. 
But  it  is  said,  that  this  restriction  is  only  applicable  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  that  the  people  did  not  mean  to  impose  limitations  upon 
their  own  power,  to  alter,  or  abolish  tlieir  constitution  at  pleasure. 
If  it  is  meant  by  this  to  say,  that  the  right  of  revolution,  was  not 
intended  to  be  abandoned  by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  the 
propoeiti&n  will  not  be  denied^  but  if  those  who  take  this  ground, 
mean  to  be  understood  as  contending,  that  a  bare  numencal  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  State,  have  at  any  time  the  power  ta 
change  tlie  constitution,  and  thus  supersede  the  power  of  the  Le- 
gislature over  the  subject,  the  undesigned  wholly  dissent  from  the 
fU'oposiiian^. 

The  undersigned  believe,  that  the  constitution  not  only  originated 
from  the  people,  but  was  founded  in  compact,  and  that  a  part  of 
the  compact,  into  which  the  people  of  Maryland  entered  in  1776^. 
when  the  constitution  was  adopted,  was,  that  it  should  be  only 
altered  or  abolished  in  the  mode  prescribed. 

This  first  section  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  affirms,  "that  all 
government  of  right,  originates  from  <he  people,  is  founded  in 
cmnpact  ordy^  and  instituted  solely  for  the  good  of  the  whole." 
The  convention  was  then  framing  a  Constitution  and  Form  of  Go- 
ernment,  and  to  the  Legislative  Department  of  the  Government, 
they  determined  to  give  the  power  to  change  or  abolish  it  in  the 
mode  prescribed,  and  in  no  other.  They  were  themselves  exer- 
cising a  revolutionary  power,  under  which  fhey  claimed  and  exer- 
ted the  right  to  destroy  the  pre-existing  government,  and  adopt  a 
new^  one  founded  upon  principles  of  human  liberty.  In  order  ta 
avoid  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  tbi&  extreme  remedy 
again,  the)^  thought  fit  to  give  to  the  Legislature,  about  to  be  crea- 
ted, the  power  to  alter  the  fundamental  law,  whenever  the 
changed  circumstances  of  society,  or  the  public  good  should  re- 
quire it.  They  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  reserve  to  the  people 
in  terins,  the  right  of  revolution  to  relieve  themselves  from  intol- 
erable oppression,  because  that  was  an  unalienable  right,  cf  whicb 
they  eould  not  direst  thenaselves  if  they  would;  but  in  order  to- 
guard  against  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  such  a  remedy, 
they  imparted  to  the  constitution  a  self-healing  power,  by  which- 
unforseen  mischiefs  might  be  cured,  as  they  should  arise. 

But  for  this  provision  in  the  constitution,  restricting  the  power  of 
alteration  or  change,  to  the  Legislature,  it  is  confidently  believed, 
it  never  would  have  been  adopted.  According  to  the  distribution 
of  political  power  then  made,  it  was  believed,  the  small  and  thinly 
«ettled  counties,  would  be  able  to  protect  themselves  against  the 
larger  and  more  populous. 

Each  county  was  to  be  entitled  to  four  Delegates  to  the  General 


Assembly.  Nine  Senators  were  lo  be  taken  from  the  Western,  and 
six  from  the  Eastern  Shore,  to  be  chosen  by  an  Electoral'College, 
to  which  each  county  was  entitled  to  send  two;  and  the  Governor 
was  to  be  elected  annually,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  bxanchesof 
the  Legislature,  thus  constituted.  Vhk  was  the  government,  and 
this  the  compact,  into  which  the  people  of  the  different  counties 
of  the  State,  through  their  Delegates  to  the  convention  enteied 
when  the  constitution  was  adopted, and  there  is  little  risk  in  affirming 
that  it  never  woula  have  been  assented  to,  but  for  those  provisions. 
The  proviso  to  the  59th  article  of  the  Constitution,  the  whole  of 
which  has  been  already  quoted,  is  especially  applicable  to  this 
view  of  the  subject,  so  far  as  the  Eastern  Shore  is  concerned — 
that  proviso  is,  "that  nothing  in  this  Form  of  Government,  which 
relates  to  the  Eastern  Shore  particularly,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter 
be  altered,  unless  for  the  alteration  and  confirmation  thereof,  at 
least  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of  each  branch  of  the  General 
Assembly  shall  concur." 

The  undersigned  think,  that  the  insertion  of  (his  provision, 
must  have  materially  influenced  the  Delegates  from  the  Eastern 
Shore,  in  giving  their  assent  to  the  constitution,  and  that  to  violate 
it,  by  changing  that  instrument  in  any  other  way  than  the  mode 
prescribed,  would  be  a  breach  of  the  compact  for  which  there  could 
be  no  excuse. 

But  if,  as  the  advocates  of  a  convention  asser^  the  restriction  iti 
the  59ih  article,  is  only  applicable  to  changes  of  the  constitution 
by  the  Legislature;  whence  is  derived  the  power  to  that  body  to 
call  a  convention  for  that  purpose.  If  the  Legislature  can  itself, 
only  alter  the  instrument  in  the  mode  prescribed,  how  can  they 
confer  power  over  it,  to  another?  they  catmot  surely,  confer  an 
authority  upon  a  convention  which  they  do  not  possess  themselves, 
because  this  would  be  doing  indirectly  what  they  are  prohibited 
from  doing  directly, — a  mode  of  exercising  power,  which  the 
undersigned  could  not  think  of  reconnnending. 

If  however,  it  be  said,  that  the  convention  is  not  itself  to  form 
a  constitution,  but  to  recommend  such  alterations  or  modifications 
to  the  General  Assembly  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient,  (hen  we 
respectfully  submit,  that  the  labor  and  expense  attending  such  an 
assemblage,  would  most  probably  be  (hrown  away,  as  (here  is  no 
reason  to  believe,  that  such  recommendadons  coming  from  a  con- 
ven(ion,  would  be  more  likely  to  find  favor  with  the  Legislature, 
than  suggestions  made  in  a  diflerent  way.  If  on  the  contrary  it 
be  the  design  that  a  new  constitution,  or  alte'ations  in  the  present 
constitution,  arc  to  be  adopted  by  the  convention,  and  submitted 
directly  to  the  people  for  (heir  ratification  or  rejection,  and  this 
under  (he  authority  of  a  Legislature,  expressly  re8(ric(ed  iit  the 
mode  of  changing  lliat  instrument,  then  we  submit,  the  attempt  is 
to  procure  from  the  Legislature  by  indirection,  that  which  in  terms 
they  aie  clearly  prohibited  from  doing  directly,  and  consequently 
it  is  asking  them  to  violate  the  oath  which  they  took,  when  (hey 
qualified  as  members. 


There  is  another  view  of  the  subject,  which  the  undersigned 
think,  cannot  fail  to  have  great  weight  in  considennglhe  propriety 
of  calling  a  convention  to  re-model,  or  forma  new  constitution, 
whether  the  subsequent  action  of  the  Legislature  to  give  it  efficacy, 
is  contemplated  or  not.  The  State  at  this  time  is  oppressed  with 
an  enormous  debt,  and  the  people  with  a  patriotic  devotion  to  its 
honor,  are  making  efforts  to  pay  it,  which,  notwithstanding  the  vi« 
tuperation  of  those,  who  from  interest,  or  ignorance  of  the  circum- 
stances, are  unsparing  in  their  denunciations,  must  hereafter,  and 
when  their  efforts,  are  crowned,  as  they  will  be,  with  success, 
secure  for  them  the  praise,  which  their  exertions  so  richly  merit. 
It  is  at  this  moment,  and  when  from  the  expeiience  of  the  past 
year,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  and  believe,  that  the  fair  fame 
of  the  State  is  about  to  emerge  from  the  cloud  that  has  obscured  it, 
that  this  distracting  subject  of  a  thorough  reorganization  of  the 
government,  is  thrust  upon  the  public  attention.  The  undersigned 
cannot  but  think,  that  the  fieice  struggles  for  ascendency,  which 
will  unavoidably  convulse  the  State,  if  a  convention  is  assembled 
to  parcel  out  and  distribute  again  its  political  power,  will  necessa- 
rily have  a  most  disastrous  influence  upon  the  noble  sacrifices, 
now  being  made  to  meet  our  pecuniary  engagements.  They  can- 
not conceal  from  themselves,  and  they  would  be  deficient  in  the 
duty  they  owe  their  constituents  who  placed  them  in  their  position 
of  responsibility  if  they  did  not  declare  their  belief  to  be,  that  the 
design  of  much  the  largest  number  of  those,  who  are  pressing  this 
subject  of  a  convention,  is  to  change  the  basis  of  representation 
from  the  present  mixed  basis  of  population  and  territory,  to  one 
founded  exclusively  on  numbers. 

That  the  purpose  of  the  refonners  by  means  of  a  convention,  is 
to  have  representation  according  to  population,  the  undersigned 
think  sufficiently  apparent  to  justify  them  in  sounding  the  alarm. 
Such  an  alteration  in  the  constitution,  would  break  down  all  its 
guarantees,  and  place  the  weaker  sections  of  the  State  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  the  stronger. 

Assuming  this  to  be  the  case,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
such  would  be  the  general  impression,  who  can  estimate  how  vio- 
lently the  public  mind  would  be  agitated,  or  the  depth  of  the  re- 
sentments which  such  a  contest  would  engender?  Can  there  be 
a  doubt  then,  that  in  the  whirlwind  of  the  political  warfare, 
when  men's  passions  would  become  inflamed,  and  section  arrayed 
against  section,  that  the  effoits  now  making,  to  rescue  the  State 
from  disgrace  would  be  utterly  paralized?  The  undersigned  are 
full  of  apprehension,  that  the  commotion,  and  strife,  the  dissen 
sions,  and  heart  bui'ning,  the  conviction  of  the  violation  of  plight- 
ed engagements  and  solemn  compact,  which  a  movement  of  (his 
sort  would  kindle  in  the  public  mind,  would  render  powerless,  and 
ineffectual,  the  labors  of  the  patriotic  and  the  good,  who  are  en- 
deavoring to  wipe  out  the  ignominy,  which  infidelity  to  our  pecunia- 
ry engagerments,  permanently  continued,  must  entail  upon  us. 

They  think  that,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  as  well  as  of  virtue,  to 


calm  down  the  public  passions,  and  direct  the  undivided  energies 
of  the  people,  lo  the  payment  of  their  honest  debta.  If  there  are 
vices  in  our  political  institutions  which  require  correction,  they 
have  been  borne  too  long  and  too  patiently,  to  induce  the  belief, 
that  they  are  of  that  aggravated  and  intolerable  character,  to  de- 
mand correction  now,  at  the  hazard  of  consequences  so  fearfully 
portentious.  Surely  these  evils  real,  or  imaginary,  aie  not  so  pres- 
sing and  urgent,  that  the  reviving  honor  of  the  commonwealth 
shall  be  immolated  to  redress  them.  When  the  Slate  shall  be 
placed  on  the  platform  of  her  ancient  honor,  and  justice  done  to 
her  suffering  creditors,  then,  if  needs  be,  the  situation  of  our  do- 
mestic concerns  maybe  examined,  and  the  proper  remedy  applied 
where  grievances  are  found  to  exist.  But  until  this  is  done,  until 
Maiyland  can  stand  up  amidst  the  Confederated  States  of  the 
Union,  and  without  blot  or  blur  upon  her  escutcheon,  can  proud- 
ly proclaim  that  all  her  pecuniary  engagements  have  been  ful- 
filled, surely  it  were  unwise  to  cast  the  torch  of  discord  among 
her  people.  To  this  noble  purpose,  so  essential  to  the  lasting 
welfare  and  honor  of  the  commonwealth,  let  her  undivided  en- 
ergies be  directed  with  unfaltering  resolution.  Let  this  great 
object  be  kept  constantly  in  view,  as  the  goal  which  must  be 
attained  before  we  shall  attempt  the  accomplishment  of  any  other 
good,  however  desirable  it  may  appear.  Let  no  "retiring  ebb" 
drive  us  back  from  the  consummation  of  an  effort  upon  the  suc- 
cess tof  which,  everything  that  is  worth  cherishing  in  life  de- 
pends, and  in  which  failure  is  unutterable  degradation. 

Let  us  keep  "due  on"  in  the  fixed  and  unchangable  determina- 
tion to  succeed,  and  success  is  certain.  If  however,  unhappily, 
other  counsels  shall  prevail,  and  questions  so  exciting  as  the  re- 
distribution of  political  power  among  the  different  portions  of  the 
State  are  thrown  among  us,  the  fatal  consequences  which  we  think 
would  ensue  from  the  exasperated  feelings  that  would  too  surely 
be  kindled,  must  rest  upon  the  heads  of  those  by  whom  the  fire- 
brand is  wielded. 

The  undersigned  and  the  public  cannot  overlook  the  fact,  that 
these  movements  to  grasp  at  more  political  power,  proceed  from 
those  sections  of  the  State  which  have  enjoyed  the  largest  degree  of 
prosperity  under  the  existing  government.  It  has  been  for  their 
aggrandisement,  and  by  their  counsels,  that  the  enormous  debt  of 
the  State,  now  pressing  with  its  n)iglity  weight  upon  the  resources 
of  the  people,  was  contracted — whilst  other  portions  of  the  State 
have  felt  the  effect  of  these  measures  only  in  the  periodical  and 
exhausting  visits  of  the  tax-gatherer.  Under  this  slate  of  things, 
the  effort  to  strip  the  less  favored  portions,  of  the  only  security 
which  ren^ains  to  them,  seems  lo  the  uudersigned  particularly  un- 
gracious, and  they  cannot  repommend  it;  they  think  that  ilie  in- 
fluence of  numbers,  and  accunailated  wealth,  added  to  ihc  direct 
political  power  enjoyed  by  those  portions  of  the  community  in 
which  those  elements  arc  found,  ought  to  be  satisfactory — and 
when  they  cast  their  eyes  over  the  history  of  our  legislation,  and 
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see  how  irresistible  these  combinations  have  been,  when  questions 
affecting  the  interests  of  those  sections  have  arisen,  it  would  seem 
altogether  superfluous  to  confer  upon  them  additional  power. 

There  is  one  feature  in  the  amended  Constitution  of  1836,  which 
the  undersigned  would  be  most  reluctant  to  submit  to  the  ordeal  of 
a  convention  to  form  a  new  one.  They  refer  to  the  26th  section  of 
the  act  of  1836,  chapter  197,  which  places  the  institution  of  slave- 
ry beyond  the  reach  of  fanaticism.  By  that  section,  the  relation  of 
master  and  slave  cannot  be  abolished,  unless  by  a  unanimous  vote 
of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  at  two  consecuiive  sessions, 
and  not  then,  without  full  compensation  to  the  master.  The  un- 
dersigned submit,  whether  there  is  not.  reason  to  apprehend  (hat  the 
complete  security  which  this  provision  gives,  might  not  be  endan- 
gered, by  casting  the  whole  subject  of  re-modeling  the  government 
in  the  hands  of  a  convention. 

With  regard  to  the  proposition  to  repeal  the  59th  article  of  the 
Constitution,  in  order  to  give  to  the  Legislature  the  power  to  call 
a  convention,  when  in  their  judgment  it  might  be  expedient  to  do 
so,  much  contrariety  of  opinion  may  exist.  But  seeing  that  when- 
ever the  alteied  circumstances  of  society  called  for  a  change,  it  has 
been  effected  in  the  mode  prescribed,  and  not  being  aware  of  any 
present  necessity  of  superadding  a  new  and  untried  mode  of  chang- 
ing that  venerated  instrument,  they  are  not  prepared  to  recom- 
mend it. 

But  to  the  measures  of  retrenchment  which  may  be  presented  in 
any  form,  the  members  of  the  committee  who  sign  this  report,  are 
prepared  to  give  a  candid  consideration,  and  when  approved  by 
their  judgment,  a  zealous  report;  and  they  are  perfectly  willing  to 
submit  to  this  test  (he  disposition  of  the  conventional  reformers  and 
themselves,  to  economise  the  public  treasure. 

THOS.  HOOK,       M'CALL  M.  RASIN, 
J.  JOHNSON,         JOHN  A.  JONES, 
G.  W.  HARRINGTON,  CLINTON  COOK, 
N.  HOLLAND,        J.  D.  CARPINTER, 
JNO.  F.  BOONE,      ROBT.  H.  SELBY. 
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